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'a11tu Barhara Di..,t rict Oflac.:~- At t .. ·ntiou: R,tch.:- ' 1-..ondor 
301 Ea ... t Carrillo treel. 'ui ~ 1\ 

':> <. nt.l Barbara. C 1\ 93 I 0 I 

0 ·ar Congr ·ss\\oman Capp-,: 

OFFICE OF THE 
REGIONAl ADMINISTRATOR 

I kink yoL lor your J •lt~r or August 6. 20 13 lO t\ 1\ in <I< n~san. Associate Admmi-.1 r.ttor iII L .l.i. LPA ' :s 0 I lice l'r Cortgn;ssional and l nl~J govcrnmcnlal Rebtions. in which ~ ou 14.lman..l.:d com.:spoml n ~on hchall of nine Cali lom,a stntc kl:1i., lalor.:- C't() the use ofhydmulic frncturing in otf'>hore ni l J nd g:b dri lling operation:,. Your lt:tkr rcqul:sl~d Lh hi pro\ id~ an) in lorm.ttinn \\ l ' ~ou ld regan.ling thi. i~sut:. 

M) ~raff hat.! u conll.·n:nc ·call on Augu~ l H. 2U 13 with Rdl:hcl Kondua iu your nma H.11·bara Di..;1ric Ollie'. and Aaron 'hapiro ~md Kel-.) .lacohsl'TI in y<.ur DC 011icc n:garding oft"-,hort• oil anti ga .... platform.;. During t.l s cal l. my '\tdl r provided an OYI!r\ ic\\ orr PA 's rol~: in 0\ l:r::l!l;.dng otf..,horc dri lling ond wclltreahm:nl and how .I::PA i !>uec; l\atJnnnl Pollutnnl Dl;:,~oh.lr,:!~ l:Jimin,ltic'n ;;;, .;ktn (NPDE~} pa.:m1ih 1!1r oft\hore p l ~tfonn:-.. and reo.;pondeJ to l(U\!~ti0 's prm idcd Lo [fl.\ b) Nb. 1-..omlor in advam:~; of th~ call. fo llo\\ i 11g th~ call. 111~ .,1;1 If o.;cnt add itiCIII,ll111d l Tt.ll. ln .. llldi ll !:;. a lmk to th~ r:PA·s r nl orc·:mem <Hld Cmnplianl:~' Ht~tory Onlin.: (ECHO) on line datubasc lor ompliance hi-.toJ) lc.>r these otEhor' plallonu~ i.md a link to th~.: EPA·., c\.i:-ti.l;_; and proposed ge11eral perm i l. I am al o providing ~ ou a rnp) OI our letter sent in J\~spon'c to the Ca[i!ornin slut.:: lcgi.slator-; on t l t i~ i ·~u~. 

\\\· lnl!>l that thi infor111.ttion i~ hclplitl nnclre~pun~i'c 1o your rt!qucst Jl \\~ L:an bl uffurlh.:r a-.-;i,t nee. pki.i'>L mntul..l Ill) Cong.n.:ssi~.,rMI Li..tbon. 13renl lai~ 1. ut ( ~ 15) t)~ 7-, 2%. 

Sinccrcl). 

Endo-.w\.:; Cop) of rc..,ponse lett 'r sent to Cal i l(ml ia As:; ·mbl) mcmh~;"r Da'i \\'ill i<Jms ( idcntkal 
1\:spon -;~.·o.; scut tl' l'ight other kgi.,lator-.) 

l'nni~J 'n f<t'L"~ lf'J Put: rr 
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OFFICE OF THE 

REGIONAt ADMINISTRATO~ 

Th<mk you for your lett~r ol At. gust G, 2013 cxprcsswg concern about rt.:c~n t n C'>\>S repous regartliug well stimulation tl.!chniques (parli1..l brly hydraul ic fracturi ng) us.:d nt offshore oil and gas platforms olf the co:t•;t of Soutl u.:m Cal iro1nia. Your lelLcr was addn·o;scJ to the EPA ::md to the D .pt~rlmeu t of cb~ Interior'" 13mcau o l Safety anu [ltvironmcntal f.ntorccment (BSEl ) :md Bun.:au ofOccun 1:-.nergy I\1fanagcmcnt (BOFM). Jam responding on bchatr ufEPA and I 
LllJcrstalld that B [[ a11 d BOEM w ill r -;pond "epar<Hi.!ly. 

EPA" s principal ro!e in \\ell drilling operations at ofYshor oil and gas p.atfollus is regulation of WJ~ 1 C'v\'atcr disch<~rgcs f1o111 the platforms throub,h National Pollu1mt Di:.dmrgc Elin1 ination 
~) tem (NPDI... ) pen1i t!l issued under "t:t:lion 402 of the Clear\~ atcr Act. 11 EE is re.spom;ihk l(1r dcvelopnt..:nt and cnfun:.;mcnt or regul ation!~ p~rtait1ing to mt'lttcrs such a5 dnlling mcchodc; and \h:llt realrncnt, including bydrau lic fracturing procedures, at oHshorc platforms. 13SCF regulations incfu,k stringcnt requir ments for monitoring, reporting, and n.:spond i1 1g lo leak~ 
as~ol:iated with dril l ing act i '-' ily and operations of vvellc; and offshore pipe lin !>. BOE \If addrcs~e~ matters 3uch ac; offsh(' IC nc;·gy leasing, and ad1nini~tcr.s an cnvironm~.:n li:.~l studi.:s progra111. 

Was1cwaler discharges trnm ott-;.horc oil and gas plalronu~ otfSou llu:m Cnlifomia arc currently auLhoriLcd and regu lated hy .1 gcneml NPDE' permit issued by EPA in 2004; this pcunit ~.:an be found at: hltp://www.cpa.g,ovtreeionLJ/\\,ncr/npd<'..,lpl'rmits.himl . In Dec mber 2012. EPA 
p10posecJ, and solicited public cnullut:nt. .... on, a new general pcnnit to repi;Jce the e:xi~ting 20().1. permit. l he p roposed pc•·mil is mni labll,; at: 
htlp:ii \\ W1.\ . .:pt~. gm /regionc)/\'. , l ter/npdc:-:., 1•h hnntic~~.htm I . EPA is in the plOt: ·~s of r~v i cwing 
and respouuing to comments. 

We will conti•1Ue to coordin<Jtc with BSEE.l30CM. and C'CC in th ' oversight of\\a':ltc\'\atci 
l li schare:cs from oil:Sh)rc plntli.mns and the revic\\ of dam and intorm~1tion r~pt>rtcd to FPA 



pu~uantto EPA permits. If you hmc further questions. plea5e have your staiTcon t.:cl r1y 
(on~ressiom Liaison. Brl;!nl fai ral{415) 947-4256. 

in 'crely, 

cc: MargHcl Schneid~r. Dcpul) Dir~ctor. BSE E 
Walter Cruickshank., Deputy Director. 130EM 
11ob Percwsepe. Oepuly Admmtstmlor, EPA 
~lary Shallenb.::rger. Chait·. CCC 
Cha1 lcs lcst~.·r. Exet:: ttlivt' Dir~l· t0r, CCC' 


